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With the first quarter of the year behind us, I'm pleased to share the 6th edition
of the ESPI VSD newsletter. 2025 has already proven to be an incredibly
active year for the Vienna Space Diplomat initiative, with over 240 participants
attending our events since January. Highlights include the inauguration of
ESPI's Centre for Sustainability and Resilience, the 3rd VSD Forum on the
intersection of space and nuclear policy, and two VSD Evening Events
alongside the COPUOS STSC session, one exploring the role of beauty,
design, and innovation in space, and the second on space traffic
coordination. This is only the beginning. With much more in store for the
coming months, we look forward to continuing to grow this platform for
meaningful dialogue between the diplomatic and space communities.

VSD Evening events

In February 2025, ESPI co-hosted two VSD Evening Events alongside the
62" COPUOS STSC session. The first, with Italy, focused on “Innovation,
Beauty, Inspiration” and featured ESA astronaut Luca Parmitano and
designers from Politecnico di Milano. The second, with DLR, explored
global approaches to space traffic coordination, with speakers from
Germany, the U.S. Korea, Mexico, and CNES. Both events brought
together diplomats and experts, reinforcing VSD as a platform for
dialogue on the future of space governance.

34 VSD Forum

On 10" April 2025, ESPI hosted the third VSD Forum, under the theme
“Space & Nuclear: Strategic Synergies for Energy, Security, and
Exploration.” The event brought together members of the local diplomatic
community for a focused discussion on the intersection of space and
nuclear technologies, particularly in relation to power systems for deep
space exploration and the peaceful application of dual-use technologies.
The featured speaker, Francesco Lodi, Nuclear Reactor Core Designer at
ENEA and expert contributor to ASIl's SELENE Project, shared insights on
current developments in space nuclear power and the strategic
importance of such technologies for future missions.
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NEXT VSD ENGAGEMENTS

We are thrilled to announce three further events
just before the summer break. We warmly
welcome all VSD members to join us.

LSC COPUQS' 64t session

On 7 May 2025, ESPI will host a VSD Evening
Event titled "Who Owns Space Innovation?
Between Sovereignty and International
Cooperation” at its premises in Vienna. The
discussion will explore the legal and political
dimensions of intellectual property rights (IPR) in
space, particularly as innovation advances in
areas such as orbital manufacturing and
exploration. The event will bring together
representatives from government, industry, and
legal practice to encourage dialogue on
balancing national interests with international
cooperation. The event will take place at ESPI,
Schwarzenbergplatz 16 TOP 1, 1010 Vienna,
Austria, from 18:30 to 22:30 CET. All participants
are kindly requested to register through the link.

Next Interregional Dialogues

On 13 May 2024, ESPI, the Brazilian Space
Agency (AEB), and the Permanent Mission of
Brazil to the UN in Vienna will co-host the Inter-
Regional Space Policy Dialogue between Europe
and Latin America. Held at the Residence of
Brazil, this closed workshop during the COPUQOS
LSC will feature expert presentations and a
roundtable on “Regional Coordination and
Governance: Strengthening Transatlantic Space
Cooperation,” fostering mutual learning and
dialogue among government and space agency
officials from both regions.
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We are delighted to announce that the 3rd VSD
Summer Reception, scheduled for 5 June and co-
hosted with the Permanent Mission of Spain, will
feature esteemed guest speaker Juan Carlos
Cortés Pulido, Director of the Spanish Space
Agency (AEE). We extend our heartfelt thanks to
Spain for their hospitality in facilitating this event.
This gathering, enhanced by the insights of our
guest speaker, aims to further unite the diplomatic
community in Vienna, connecting a spectrum of
space sector stakeholders to encourage a vibrant
forum for cooperation and shared understanding.

Save-the-date for the next Autumn

Conference
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19th ESPI AUTUMN CONFERENCE:

EUROPEAS A
SPACE POWER
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We are delighted to invite you to the 19th ESPI
Autumn Conference, taking place on 28-29
October 2025 under the theme: “Europe as a Space
Power - Directionality & Priorities of Strategic
Action.” For the first time, the event will be held at
the Vienna Rathaus, a historic and iconic venue in
the heart of the city. This year's edition will explore
how Europe can assert itself as a global space
power amid geopolitical shifts, increased
competition, and growing strategic pressures. The
Autumn Conference is one of ESPI's annual
highlights, where a platform is provided for
European and international stakeholders to hold
thought-provoking and well-informed space-
related discussions that go beyond news headlines.

Yours sincerely,

Hermann Ludwig Moeller
Director of ESPI
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wEcrSB75_EezYGyLo1RzEWbkTb7zHttCpVyYVaPnSn5UQlUxTVkwUU43VThKTU1YNkdEWkVPVDNETy4u
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https://www.espi.or.at/insights/
https://www.espi.or.at/reports/rising-together-the-reconvergence-of-europes-space-and-defence-industries/
https://www.espi.or.at/reports/rising-together-the-reconvergence-of-europes-space-and-defence-industries/
https://www.espi.or.at/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/ESPI-Report-89-Whats-next-for-Europe-in-multilateral-engagement-on-space-security-1-compressed.pdf
https://www.espi.or.at/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/ESPI-Report-89-Whats-next-for-Europe-in-multilateral-engagement-on-space-security-1-compressed.pdf
https://www.espi.or.at/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/ESPI-Report-89-Whats-next-for-Europe-in-multilateral-engagement-on-space-security-1-compressed.pdf
https://www.espi.or.at/annual-report/
https://www.espi.or.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ESPI-Policy-Brief-73.pdf
https://www.espi.or.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ESPI-Policy-Brief-73.pdf
https://www.espi.or.at/reports/an-initial-perspective-on-a-european-space-strategy-2040/
https://www.espi.or.at/reports/an-initial-perspective-on-a-european-space-strategy-2040/
https://www.espi.or.at/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ESPI-Brief-72-.pdf
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