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ESPI AGENDA

Education

ESPI’s mission is implemented through 
the ESPI Agenda, which is comprised of 
3 lines of activity:

ESPI RESEARCH STREAMS 

Engagement

Research



EUROPEAN & GLOBAL POLICY ENGAGEMENT

The slide from Costi’s deck with CESS in it (#13) –
everything but CESS 

UPCOMING:

European Centre for 
Space Economy 

(ECSECO)

European 
Interparliamentary 
Space Conference 

(EISC)

Vienna Space 
Diplomat (VSD) Forum

ESPI Presence 
in Brussels

Network of European 
Space Policy Think 

Tanks (NEST)

Centre of 
Sustainability and 
Resilience at ESPI 

(CSR)
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ESPI ties with TU Wien 

ESPI x TU Wien EMBA Space Architecture - Space & 
Sustainability

In April 2024, ESPI provided a seminar on space and sustainability 
for students of TU Wien’s Executive MBA Space Architecture, led 
by Dr. Sandra Häuplik-Meusburger, Academic Director of the 
EMBA Space Architecture Programme at TU Wien, and Dr. Man-
Wook Han, Programme Manager of the Technology & Engineering 
Programme at TU Wien. 

Topics: 

• Space safety and Sustainability 
• Frequency and Spectrum Management
• In-Orbit Servicing and Manufacturing 
• Space for Sustainability on Earth
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ESPI International Engagement with APAC region 
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ESPI International Engagement with the Republic of Korea

• ESPI promotes European space policy at global level and 
provides a forum for exchange and dialogue 

• ESPI – international engagement and global reach: Korea, and 
generally the APAC region, is a key partner of ESPI

• ESPI and KARI have signed a MoU in 2023 
• ESPI is currently hosting a visiting researcher from KARI, Dr. 

Seorim Lee

• As part of ESPI’s Vienna Space Diplomat (VSD) Initiative, ESPI 
has been conducting interregional dialogues between the 
APAC region and Europe during sessions of UN COPUS and 
the subcommittees (LSC, STSC)

• ESPI-APRSAF Inter-Regional Space Policy Dialogues between 
the Asia-Pacific and Europe

• ESPI conducted a study and workshop with KARI on STM

• ESPI participated in Seoul Defence Dialogue 2023
• ESPI aims at further strengthening ties between Korea and 

Europe and enhance cooperation in space activities by 
providing a forum for exchange and analysis. 
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ESPI-KARI Workshop on STM

7 Key Takeaways: 

• Enable technical cooperation by 
standardizing and verifying data 

• Foster data sharing and capacity 
building 

• Unlock industrial cooperation 
opportunities 

• Ensure a comprehensive policy 
dialogue including the security 
dimension

• Advance space policy and regulatory 
frameworks in Europe and Korea 

• Coordinate positions in multilateral 
fora

• Expand education and official 
development assistance (ODA) 
Programmes 
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Cooperation between Korea and Europe in space (civil)

Cooperation between Korea and Europe in space has arisen mostly in the areas of space safety (incl. 
space weather, STM, space debris) and in space application areas (navigation, communication and EO) 

as well as in space science/exploration: 
• Space safety and science:  

Space weather and space science: ESA plans a mission to send a probe to the fifth Lagrange point or 
L5 to observe the space environment (Vigil space weather mission), and KASA will explore the L4 
point. → This has raised anticipation over cooperation between both sides (currently discussed). 

• Space applications: 
• Navigation: 

• European EGNOS technology has been sold to South Korea to serve its national equivalent system, the 
Korea Augmentation Satellite System (KASS) (2016) (TAS-KARI contract through ESA) (2016). 

• KASA is developing the regional satellite navigation system, Korea Positioning System (KPS). 
• Collaboration with ESA on LEO-PNT, expected to improve satellite navigation accuracy and stability, as 

well as enhance the mutual reinforcement and reliability of satellite navigation signals (currently). 

• Earth Observation: South Korea is seeking to participate in the Copernicus program. 
• Communication: ESA expanded 5G/6G Non-Terrestrial Network cooperation with South Korea 

(Satcom Forum of South Korea) (MoU, 2024)

Beyond ESA cooperation: bilateral cooperation with European countries, like France, Germany etc. 



THE 
UNFOLDING 
SPACE 
REVOLUTION
Space for Prosperity, 
Peace and Future 
Generations

Korea and Europe in Space: Space Security & Defence 
• EU Space Strategy for Security and Defence (EU SSSD) (2023) 
      Partnering for responsible behaviors in space (5th Pillar): 

• The EU will strengthen its engagement in multilateral fora and promote 
norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviours in outer space 
through concrete and pragmatic steps.

• The strategy calls for developing space security dialogues with third 
(likeminded) countries. 

• EU-RoK Security and Defence Partnership Agreement (2024) 

• The EU and the ROK will explore cooperation in areas of space security with 
the aim to ensure a safe, secure, and sustainable space, including by 
launching a dedicated Dialogue on Space Security.

• The EU and the ROK will promote coordination of external engagement in 
multilateral (incl. at the UN) and bilateral fora, notably to jointly promote 
norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviour in outer space.

• EU-RoK Space Security Dialogue (May 2025) 
• Decision: sharing assessments of threats in space and maintaining 

cooperation to further develop rules on space security, holding the dialogue 
regularly and seeking specific measures for cooperation in space security.
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In the light of an evolving geopolitical context (relations to the US), we 
can expect a boost in cooperation between Korea and Europe, as very 
recent developments demonstrate: 

• RoK-EU: 
• Official inclusion in the EU Horizon Europe programme, which includes 

cooperation in research projects in space (July 2025)
• Korea is seeking to participate in the Copernicus programme 
• 1st EU-RoK Space Security Dialogue (May 2025) (EU-RoK SDP - 2024) 

• RoK-ESA: Republic of Korea’s request for a non-member status in ESA
      → Korea can participate in space exploration programmes led by Europe.

• Canada as non-member state of ESA serves as an example for KASA.   
First next step: RoK must first become an ESA cooperating country

• Currently MoU discussed with further areas of cooperation, eg more 
efficient space activities, incl.: deep-space communication, infrastructure 
development & joint utilization, EO and environmental monitoring for 
sustainable goals, space science and data analysis. 

Outlook on future cooperation between Korea and Europe 
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Outlook on future boost of cooperation between Korea and Europe 
Space Safety 
• Continued and enhanced cooperation in the established field of space weather and space traffic management 

and joint efforts in UN COPUOS

Space Security & Defence 
• Following the 1st EU-RoK Space Security Dialogue (and in anticipation of future regular/annual editions): 

enhanced cooperation in sharing assessments of threats in space, join efforts on developing rules on space 
security, and defining further specific measures for cooperation in space security. 

Space R&D 
• Enhanced cooperation in space R&D through Horizon Europe 

Space Applications: 
• Enhanced cooperation in EO, PNT and SatCom once Korea will become ESA Cooperating State 

Space Exploration:
• Enhanced cooperation in exploration, incl. joint missions and Korea’s involvement in ESA missions, once Korea 

will become ESA Cooperating State 
• Moon Exploration: 

• Europe and Korea are both signatories of the Artemis Accords and contribute to Artemis Programme
• Korea aims new space exploration roadmap: plan to establish lunar base by 2045 → potentials for 

cooperation with Europe? 
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Europe as a space power and strong partner to the world

• In the light of an evolving geopolitical context and age of disruption 
(relations to the US), we can expect that the current bipolar space 
power dynamics (US vs. China) will break into more multipolar power 
dynamic with increased cooperation between primed spacefaring 
nations (incl. Korea and Europe), which ensures cooperation at eye 
level, for mutual benefit, without one-sided dependencies. 

• Korea and Europe share common values, have a similar 
understanding of democracy and aligning objectives in foreign, 
security and defence policy (and both integrate space to reach them) 

• Korea and Europe should (and will) enhance cooperation and 
intensify relations - as well as with other like-minded reliable partner, 
seeking for diversification of partners and balanced cooperation at 
eye-level. 

• ESPI will further advocate Europe’s engagement and relations with 
like-minded partners, provide a forum for exchange, and promote 
European space policy globally.  
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Thank you!
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