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Space for European Resilience:
Rising to the Collective Challenge
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Conference Concept Note

Background

Amid rising geopolitical tensions that directly impact the security of citizens
and the resilience of society, space has become an essential element of
Europe’s security and strategic autonomy. Recognising the urgent need to
strengthen the European defence industrial base and close critical capability
gaps, the European Space Agency (ESA) is advancing the "Space for a Secure
and Resilient Europe" (SSRE) initiative. This effort aims to deliver advanced
space-enabled ISR, navigation, and secure communications capabilities to
support European actors in safeguarding Europe's citizens, critical
infrastructure, supply chains, institutions, strategic interests, and core values.

Under the SSRE initiative, ESA, in close cooperation with the European
Commission's Directorate General for Defence Industry and Space (DG DEFIS),
and in response to Member States’ demands, proposes a European Resilience
from Space (ERS) programme. ERS will rely in particular on IRIS2 and LEO-PNT
solutions, and act as a precursor to and enabler of the European Union's
Earth Observation Governmental Service (EOGS) initiative.

From a technological perspective, the proposed programme will enable
anonymity when tasking satellites for the reception of information and data.
Authentication and secure communication at the right level of classification
will be deployed namely via cybersecurity solutions and quantum  key
encryption. Moreover, using Al-enabled edge computing aboard satellites will
create smart sensing platforms, enhancing Europe’s ability to swiftly respond
to crises or threats.



The ESA ERS Programme and Denmark's Interest

ESA's ERS proposal - to be submitted by the ESA Director General at the ESA
Council Meeting at Ministerial level in Bremen on 26-27 November 2025 -
constitutes the first programmatic pillar supporting the SSRE initiative, aiming
at providing highly reactive, dual-use, independent space-based Earth
Observation capabilities to deliver rapid, reliable, and secure data.

ERS is inherently prepared as a component of a wider system of systems,
including secure communication and navigation capabilities. Considering the
potential national, European, and commercial segments of the envisioned
architecture, this approach will require significant programmatic and
institutional coordination among the European Commission, ESA, and Member
States alike. As an ESA optional programme, ERS will act as an early enabler of
EOGS. In full coherence and synergy with the European Commission, it will
provide actionable information to participating states. Additionally, it will
foster the creation of smaller-scale coalitions of ESA Member States to
incentivise the development of multinational satellite clusters.

Denmark’s strong industrial base and strategic focus on the Arctic, climate,
and civil protection make it well-suited to engage with the ERS initiative. ERS
can support Arctic monitoring, maritime surveillance, and climate resilience,
aligning with Denmark’s environmental leadership. As a non-militarised, ESA-
led effort, the initiative will also strengthen European resilience and
competitiveness.

The Space for European Security Conference, 28 October 2025

Under the auspices of the Danish presidency of the Council of the EU and with
the support of the European Commission, the European Space Agency and the
European Space Policy Institute would like to welcome you to the Space for
European Resilience conference. This conference will bring together key
decision-makers and thought leaders shaping Europe's strategic future. In the
context of the upcoming preparation of the Multiannual Financial Framework
2028-2034, and a month ahead of the 2025 ESA Council at Ministerial level,
this event will provide a key opportunity to present a broad European initiative
towards better harnessing the dual-use potential of space for security from a
capability, institutional, and industrial point of view.

Join us for a unique opportunity to engage with influential stakeholders
behind Europe's upcoming innovative solutions to better security and defence
cooperation through space.
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